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has firmly taken the view that the defence forces of a nation
are an unalienable part of the national structure in the world
of to-day. It is a view which has already saved India from
destruction. Only the existence of the Armed Forces
prevented absolute chaos when communal rioting swept
the country immediately after partition. Clashes over the
future of the princely states could also have brought all
governments to a standstill throughout the sub-continent,
but for the defence forces. And it was the presence of the
Army which made possible the suppression of the R.S.S.
(Rashtriya Sewak Sangh), or the Hindu Extremists.
The role of the defence forces, and particularly the army,
may be more important still in the near future. India is
faced with precisely the same problems as brought havoc
upon Burma. She is lucky in having them in less acute
form, chiefly because she never suffered from a Japanese
invasion. As a consequence of her deliverance from that
fate, latent frictions did not develop into open hostilities as
they have done in Burma ; and sectional struggles have
been kept within reasonable bounds by the continued
existence of a government capable of commanding greater
force than that at the disposal of potentially rebellious
elements.
That is a stroke of luck for India, and for the rest of
the wrorld. Nature abhors a political vacuum as much as a
physical one, and as much as the Imperialists of the Kremlin
adore and seek to promote it.
All the attacks levelled at the Indian Army hi pre-
independence days might have suggested that the disappear-
ance of the British would have resulted in the dismissal of
officers who had served and trained in the Indian Army of
those days. In practice, the army has retained the same
officers and much of the same outlook and tradition. It is
now, as in the past, the loyal servant of the Government of
India. Its morale, always high, is, if anything, higher than
ever. In spots it may be a little too high. During a Forces
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